
EMMA
An opera in two acts by Elaine Fine 
based on the play by Howard Zinn

Jenny (soprano) a factory worker
Rose (soprano) a factory worker
Dora (mezzo-soprano) a factory worker  
Vogel (bass-baritone) a corset factory foreman
Emma Goldman (mezzo-soprano) She is eighteen to twenty-two in the first act, twenty-two 
to thirty-seven in the second act, and forty-eight at the end.  She has strong and pleasant 
features. 
Sasha (Alexander Berkman) (baritone): He is the same age as Emma and wears glasses.
Anna (soprano): She is the same age as Emma
Fedya (tenor): He is also the same age as Emma
Vito (bass-baritone): He is also the same age as Emma 
Johann Most (tenor) He is in his forties.  He should have a beard  
Henry Clay Frick (bass-baritone)
Ben Reitman (baritone) He appears to be ten years younger than Emma, and is a very 
handsome and flamboyant man.
J. Edgar Hoover (bass-baritone)
Thomas Gregory (tenor)
Reporter (soprano)
Woman (soprano)
Receptionist (mezzo-soprano)

Instrumentation:  Piano, clarinet, violin, cello, percussion, trumpet and a small chorus that 
plays the parts of workers, strikers, and police.
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This operatic adaptation of Howard Zinn's play Emma is a gift to the Emma Goldman Papers at the 
University of California, Berkeley.  It is free from copyright and can be performed in whole or in part by 
anyone who wishes to perform it without paying royalties to the composer.  

Emma Goldman Papers, University of California, Berkeley, 2372 Ellsworth Street, Berkeley, CA  94720; 
emma@berkeley.edu.

This opera is based on Emma by Howard Zinn which is available from

South End Press, 7 Brookline Street #1
Cambridge, MA 02139-4146
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